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“Special Act” Process/Procedure on the Education of Students in Temporary 
Housing 

For all McKinney-Vento, inquiries contact: 
District McKinney-Vento Liaison: Anthony Gyetua-Danquah, at 914-693-8500 or 
adanquah@greenburgheleven.org 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING 
Under the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended by the Every Student 
Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) and Education Law Section §3209, as amended in 2017, all districts 
are obligated to affirmatively identify all students in temporary housing. Therefore, it is the policy of 
this local educational agency, GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD, a special act district (LEA), to 
determine whether there are students in temporary housing attending school in our district by using a 
housing questionnaire to determine the nighttime residence of all newly enrolled students and all 
students whose address changes during the school year. Not all students in temporary housing can be 
identified through social service agencies or shelters, as children may be sharing the housing of other 
persons, such as family or friends, due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other similar reason. 
For this reason, GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD uses a housing questionnaire that asks for a 
description of the current living arrangements of the child or youth in order to determine whether the 
child or youth meets the definition of a homeless child under the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Education Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. § 11434A(2)) (“McKinney-Vento”) and Education Law § 
3209(1)(a). 
 Housing Questionnaire can be found at: 
http://www.greenburgheleven.org/uploads/1/9/4/3/19430847/residency_questionnaire.pdf 
 
DEFINITION OF HOMELESS CHILD AND UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH 
Pursuant to McKinney-Vento 42 USC § 11434A(2), Education Law § 3209(1)(a), and 8 NYCRR 
§ 100.2(x)(1)(iii) a homeless child is defined as: 
(1) a child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including 

a child or youth who is: 
(i) sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar 
reason (sometimes referred to as “doubled-up”); 
(ii) living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; 
(iii) abandoned in hospitals; 
Or 
iv) a migratory child as defined in subsection two of section thirteen hundred nine of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the Every Student 
Succeeds Act of 2015, who qualifies as homeless under any of the provisions of clauses (i) 
through (iii) of this subparagraph or subparagraph two of this paragraph; 
(v) an unaccompanied youth, as defined in section seven hundred twenty-five of subtitle B of 
title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; or 

(2) a child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is: 
(i) a supervised publicly or privately-operated shelter designed to provide temporary living 
accommodations including, but not limited to, shelters operated or approved by the state or 
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local department of social services, and residential programs for runaway and homeless youth 
established pursuant to article nineteen-H of the executive law; or 
(ii) a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings, including a child or youth who is living in a car, park, 
public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar setting. 

 
An unaccompanied youth is defined as a homeless youth who is not in the physical custody of a 
parent or guardian. 42 USC § 11434A(6); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(1)(iii)(6). 
 
DUTIES OF THE MANDATED MCKINNEY-VENTO LIAISON  
Every LEA, regardless of whether it receives a McKinney-Vento subgrant, is required to designate a 
local liaison for homeless children and youth (known as the “McKinney-Vento liaison”). The 
McKinney-Vento liaison for GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD serves as one of the primary contacts 
between families experiencing homelessness and school staff, district personnel, shelter workers, and 
other service providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless 
children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed. 
 
The GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD’s McKinney-Vento liaison must ensure that: 
 
1. Students in temporary housing are identified by school personnel and through coordination 
activities with other entities and agencies. Students in temporary housing enroll in, and have full and 
equal opportunity to succeed in, the schools of GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD; 
2. Students in temporary housing are fully informed of all transportation services, including 
transportation to and from the school district of origin and are assisted in accessing transportation 
services; 
3. Public notice of the educational rights of students in temporary housing is posted in locations 
where such students receive services, such as schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup kitchens, in 
a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and 
unaccompanied youth;  
4. School personnel providing services to students in temporary housing receive professional 
development and other support; 
5. Unaccompanied youths— 

a. are enrolled in school; 
b. have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as the State 
establishes for other children and youth, including receiving credit for full or partial 
coursework earned in a prior school pursuant to Commissioner’s regulations, and 
c. are informed of their status as independent students under section 480 of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087vv) and that the youths may obtain assistance from the 
local educational agency liaison to receive verification of such status for purposes of the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid described in section 483 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1090). 

 
UPON RECEIPT OF A REQUEST FOR RECORDS 
Within five days of receipt of a request for school records from a new school GREENBURGH 
ELEVEN UFSD will forward, in a manner consistent with state and federal law, a complete copy of 
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the student in temporary housing’s records, including, but not limited to, proof of age, academic 
records, evaluations, immunization records, and guardianship papers, if applicable.  
NY Education Law §3209(2)(g); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(5) 

 
COORDINATION 

 As a Special Act school district. GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD’s primary coordination of 
the provision of services described above will be with the McKinney-Vento liaisons of the 
school districts who send day students to our district, social services agencies, housing 
providers and other agencies or programs providing services to students in temporary housing 
and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act.  

 GREENBURGH ELEVEN will coordinate with other school districts on inter-district issues, 
such as transportation or transfer of school records. 

 GREENBURGH ELEVEN will coordinate implementation of the above provision of services 
with the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students 
with disabilities.  

42 USC §11432(g)(5); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(7)(iv) 
 

COORDINATION WITH TITLE I (For LEAs that receive Title I Funds) 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN acknowledges that students in temporary housing are eligible for 
services under Title I, Part A. GREENBURGH ELEVEN will ensure that: 
• Title I, Part A funds are set aside as are necessary to provide students in temporary housing, 

who may have unique needs that differ from their permanently housed peers, with 
educationally related support services; 

•  Its local plan includes a description of how the plan is coordinated with McKinney-Vento; 
• Its local plan describes the services provided to students in temporary housing; 
• Its local plan describes the efforts it made to identify students in temporary housing, including 

unaccompanied youth, if GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD reports that there are no students 
in temporary housing enrolled in the LEA. Such efforts will include contacting the local 
department of social services or Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) to verify that 
there are no students in temporary housing in the LEA; and 

•  Its housing questionnaire asks about the living arrangements of the child or unaccompanied 
youth, including asking if he or she is living in a shelter; with relatives or others due to loss of 
housing or economic hardship; in an abandoned apartment/building; in a motel/hotel, camping 
ground, car, train/bus station or other similar situation due to the lack of alternative, adequate 
housing.  Documentation of the LEA’s efforts to identify students in temporary housing will 
be maintained on file and a copy of the housing questionnaire that asks the above questions 
will also be kept on file.  

20 USC §§6312(b)(6) & 6313(c)(3) 
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REMOVAL OF BARRIERS 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN will review and revise local policies that may act as barriers to the 
identification of students in temporary housing and their enrollment and retention in school, including 
barriers to enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences. 42 USC 
§§11432(g)(1)(I)&(g)(7)(A); NY Education Law §3209(6)(b) 
 
COMPARABLE SERVICES 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN will provide services to students in temporary housing comparable to 
those offered to other students in the district, including transportation services; educational services 
for which the child or youth meets the relevant eligibility criteria, such as services provided under 
Title I or similar State or local programs; educational programs for students with disabilities; 
educational programs for English learners; programs in career and technical education; programs 
for gifted and talented students; and school nutrition programs. 
42 USC §11432(g)(4); NY Education Law §3209(9) 
 
PRIVACY OF STUDENT INFORMATION 
Information about a student in temporary housing’s living situation shall be treated as a student 
education record and shall not be deemed to be directory information under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). A parent/guardian or homeless unaccompanied youth may 
consent to the release of a student’s address information in the same way they would for other 
student education records under FERPA. 
 
TRANSPORTATION COORDIATION 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD coordinates with local school district transportation service to 
ensure that day students receive transportation to school irrespective of their living conditions. The 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN McKiney-Vento ensures that such coordination occurs between the 
Office of the Committee on Special Education and the point of contact for transportation in the local 
sending school district to ensure the best interest of the student is maintained as well as provide 
school stability for students in homeless situation and foster care. 
 
GREENBURGH ELEVEN UFSD will inform the transportation point of contact of the sending 
school district either orally or in writing as soon as possible, but no later than two business days that a 
child has been place in a foster care or has moved to different location that affects the transportation 
arrangement. 
 
  
 


